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GUEST ED/TOR’S NOTEBOOK 

Penn Jones, Jr., author of Forgive My Grief, one of the 
first of several books critical of the Warren Commission Re- 
port, is the editor of the Midlothian (Texas) Mirror. (See 
also J. W. Masi’s report elsewhere in this issue.) — Ed. 

• 

From the once almost universal acceptance of the War- 
ren Commission Report, 7 out of 10 people now doubt the 
findings. Elaborate TV programs and a very long news story 
have been presented recently in an effort to stop this trend 
of doubt. It will be difficult for the average citizen to under- 
stand deceptions in these programs unless he has spent many 
hours with the testimony and exhibits. 

But there is one solid, tangible, and best piece of evi- 
dence the public has not been allowed to 3 ee, and will not 
be allowed to see. That evidence alone — the little piece of 
Abraham Zapruder movie film is all that need be shown to 
prove to all that there were at least two riflemen shooting at 
the President The viewing of the violent slamming of the 
President’s head against the back seat rest of the car is con- 
clusive evidence that a rifle was fired from the front. That 
motion plus the splattering of the policeman with blood and 
brain located at the left rear of the President’s car is so over- 
whelming that the public must not be allowed to see it. 

What is this lame excuse that the film is the property of 
Life magazine — so solemnly proclaimed by the announcer 
this week [Walter Cronkite] ? Take it from Life! That is 
what was done with the Oswald rifle. A special law was 
passed by Congress to deny the rifle to a Colorado man who 
had already purchased it from Maria Oswald Porter. The 
rifle is really of no value since it was not used. But the movie 
pictures are proof. 

Citizens, while you still have time demand — demand to 
have the Zapruder movies shown to the public. The film will 
cost money — maybe several millions, but what does that 
matter compared to the importance to this democracy? 


EAST SIDE GLANCES 



Even the terms of purchase agreed to by Life make one 
suspicious. Life agreed to unbelievable restrictions in order 
to store the film in its vaults. Not only will Life not show it. 
Life will not tell the terms of the contract to the public. No 
wonder Zapruder broke down and cried when asked by a 
Commission attorney how much he was paid for the film. 

The Mirror has learned that the contract runs for 10 
years. Zapruder has been paid more than $480,000 to date. 
He gets a high royalty each time the film is shown. 

While Zapruder was testifying, he told how magnani- 
mous he had been in giving $25,000 to the Firemen’s and 
Policemen’s Fund. On such an important matter as this, pos- 
sibly he and Life might be magnanimous again and relin- 
quish their royalties for a few months while the film is be- 
ing shown to the entire nation. 

( Continued on Page 11) 
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letters 


The Editor: 

As a UN correspondent who has 
covered the world organization 
since its inception, 1 read Leah 
Frita’s "The Shake of Araby" — 
based undoubtedly on TV cover- 
age only — with a great deal of in- 
terest and with some annoyance in 
respect to certain reference*. 

Your Leah referred to Israel's 
phenomenal six-day operation — 
unparalleled in military history — 
as "an Old Testament victory." To 
this I cannot object. It was an Old 
Testament victory in the spirit of 
a Gideon, a Deborah, a Joshua, 
etc. 

I did object to Leah's reference 
to the Old Testament as being 
"virile, barbaric and unsentimen- 
tal — for all Its mythical greatness 
and beauty." There's nothing 
“mythical" to the greatness and 
beauty of the Hebrew Bible. You 
have there great men of affairs, 
Moses, for example, as one of the 
world's greatest legislators whose 
pattern of government was adopt- 
ed by the Founding Fathers and 
who laid the groundwork for the 
J udeo-Christian civilization by 
which the Western nations live 
today. 

Leah referred to "Israel as a 
reservation which the world reluc- 
tantly assigned to the Jews, much 
as America provided reservations 
for the Indians." 

The analogy is inexcusable, al- 
though it is an honor to be com- 
pared with the Indians who wor- 
shipped the One Great Spirit. 
First of all, the UN did not vote 
reluctantly for the creation of a 

Jewish State on November 29, 
1947. Even the U.S.S.R. joined the 
U.S. and others in the vote for 
Israeli Statehood. Next, how can 


anyone compare Israel to a "res- 
ervation"? Look what Israel has 
accomplished in science, agricul- 
ture, industry, irrigation and tech- 
nology! Numerous African states 
and some in Asia are receiving 
technical assistance from Israel. 
Leah also notes that '‘In the long 
run Israel may prove a liability to 
the Western nations." The truth is 
that the Jewish State, a demo- 
cratic oasis in a feudal Arab re- 
gion, constitutes a flrat-linc of de- 
fense for the West — now and in 
the future. 

Leah, apparently, was too easy 
with her pen. 

In one of my recent columns 1 
suggested the UN consider past 
history in any adjudication for a 
peaceful settlement of the trouble- 
some Middle East problem. Also 
enclosed is a reference to the late 
President Kennedy, who exploded 
the myth that Israel is the cause 
of the trouble in the area. 

One of your Manhattan 
Easterners (76th St,) 
David Horowitz 
World-Union Press 


The Editor: 

Usually I want to wash Rick 
Friedman’s typewriter with soap 
and stand him in the corner. His 
sly but obvious vulgarity is that 
of a street corner smart aleck . . . 
though I agree that the French 
Quarter of New Orleans is a 
fraud. 

However, it is Nicola Lacey who 
really riles me. Though I hadn’t 
read her comments in Lhe past (a 
quick scanning each week reveal- 
ing her heavy-handed churlish- 
ness) ... on Thursday last I was 


stranded in an East Side lobby 
with nothing but Manhattan East 
for company. 

I refer to her article on our 
southwest There is such tremend- 
ous natural beauty to be enjoyed 
there; and with the scantiest 
knowledge, the historical land- 
marks and monuments ore fasci- 
nating memorabilia of a very col- 
orful past. Her negative approach 
does nothing but reveal her igno- 
rance and insensitivity. 

If I felt as she does about a 
strange country, I would leave it 
on the double and not spend my 
hard-earned money or precious 
time dawdling. 

Every site, every fact in her ar- 
ticle is prefaced with a snide com- 
ment. 

Please inform her that visitors 
to England are capable of the 
same intensely critical appraisal 
... if that was their desire. One 
example . . . the picturesque Cots- 
wolds" could be evaluated as u de- 
pressed area. I could go on from 
there . . . but why spoil the many 
lovely impressions of the English 
I met and the England I chose 
to see left with me? It is a point 
of view after all. 

We over here are critical of our 
mass produced suburbia . . . but 
our light, airy, charming little 
houses are infinitely superior to 
the dark, narrow, ugly little row 
houses sprinkled all over England. 

Nicola must be a very rude 
young lady who certainly was 
never given the benefit of that 
famous English upbringing . . . 
or was the opportunity to gather 
a few shekels more than she could 
resist for her dull, unpleasant lit- 
tle pieces? 

(Continued on Page 11) 



